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THE OAK AND THE REEDS

     A Giant Oak stood near a brook in which grew 
some slender Reeds. When the wind blew, the great 
Oak stood proudly upright with its hundred arms 
uplifted to the sky. But the Reeds bowed low in the 
wind and sang a sad and mournful song.
     “You have reason to complain,” said the Oak. 
“The slightest breeze that ruff les the surface of the 
water makes you bow your heads, while I, the mighty 
Oak, stand upright and firm before the howling tem-
pest.” 
     “Do not worry about us,” replied the Reeds. 
“The winds do not harm us. We bow before them 
and so we do not break. You, in all your pride and 
strength, have so far resisted their blows. But the end 
is coming.”
     As the Reeds spoke a great hurricane rushed out 
of the north. The Oak stood proudly and fought 
against the storm, while the yielding Reeds bowed 
low. The wind redoubled in fury, and all at once the 
great tree fell, torn up by the roots, and lay among 
the pitying Reeds.

Better to yield when it is folly to resist, than to 
resist stubbornly and be destroyed.

It’s time 
to Legalize 
Marijuana.
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The Bill of Rights
ARTICLE I.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.

ARTICLE II.
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the 
right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

ARTICLE III.
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the 
consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed 
by law.

ARTICLE IV.
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, 
and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath 
or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and 
the persons or things to be seized.

ARTICLE V.
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand jury, except in 
cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual 
service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject 
for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall 
be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall 
private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

ARTICLE VI.
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the 
crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previ-
ously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of 
the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to. have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

ARTICLE VII.
In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twen-
ty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by 
a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, 
than according to the rules of the common law,

ARTICLE VIII.
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel 
and unusual punishments inflicted.

ARTICLE IX.
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be con-
strued to deny or disparage others retained by the people.

ARTICLE X.
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution,

          nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States
 respectively, or to the people.

“Prohibition . . . goes beyond the bounds 
of reason in that it attempts to control a 
man’s appetite by legislation and makes a 
crime out of things that are not crimes. . . 
A prohibition law strikes a blow at the very 
principles upon which our government was 
founded.”        Abraham Lincoln, 1840

 “Make the most of hemp 
seed and sow it everywhere.”

              George Washington, 1794
For the People

“I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided, and that 

is the lamp of experience.  I know of no way of judging of the 

future but by the past.”                 

 Patrick Henry, 1775

The War on Drugs is a War on Individuals’ Rights.  Only 
since 1937 has marijuana (hemp, cannabis sativa) been pro-
hibited.  In reality, we have been denied the use of a valu-
able natural resource.  Now we are beginning to hear of the 
wonderful things that can be accomplished with hemp, a fiber 
similar to cotton but stronger.  If one per cent of America’s 
farmland harvested hemp it could produce the fiber needed 
to supply America’s paper use for a year.  This could save our 
existing forests.  Also hemp paper recycles three times more 
than regular paper.  It’s an incredible natural resource not 
currently being utilized by Major Industry.
As a product to smoke, I can only speak for myself.  It has 
added immensely to the quality of life.  The qualities I enjoy 
are relaxation, improved concentration, and stimulating 
imagination.  Virginia, return to your hemp growing heritage.  
Give our farmers the opportunity to grow a crop the people 
enjoy.
As for what to do.  Learn more.  Register to vote and vote.  
Get involved.  America is home to the free, and we must con-
tinue our struggle for Freedom.  
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